COUFTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  COKE  OF  BETERI30 ROUGH- 


PUBLIC  HEALTH ‘ REPORT ' FOR  THE  YEAR  1918 


/ 


I  present  a  brief  type -written  report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  County. 

Dr.  Oollins  has  continued  to  hold  the  posts  of  nodical  Officer 
of  Health  to  tho  Peterborough  3orourrh  and  Rural  District,  end  School 
Medical  Officer  to  the  City  and  Soho  Education  Authorities. 

Dr.  Greenwood  has  continued  to  act  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Barnaok  Rural  District. 

Dr.  Collins  alludes  in  his  reports  to  the  necessity  for 
appointing  a  ^hole-fine  officer  for  the  costs  which  he  has  held, 
pointing  out  that  the  urgent  cases  of  private  work  upset  arrangements 
made  for  public  duties. 

During  the  "ear  1919  numerous  conferences  were  held  between 
the  combining  Authorities  and  it  was  suggested  that.*  in  spite  of  the 
contravening  Sections  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1909,  the  County  Medical 
Officer  should  hold  all  the  Public  Medical  posts  in  tho  County. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  interviewed  ih  e  chief  . 

Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry,  and,  while  pointing  out  the  logal 
objections  to  the  proponed  Scheme,  obtainod  tho  verbal  personal 
approval  of  the  Official  in  question,  who  promised  to  submit  the 
soherie  to  the  Minister. 

The  Scheno  was  thou  submitted  to  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  tho 
Ministry  and  a  long  period  of  inaction  ensued,  during  which  time  the 
Board  of  Education  exnressed  their  approval  of  ray  appointment 
as  School  Medical  Officer  to  the  City  and  Soke  Education  Authorities. 

After  some  months  of  deliberation  the  Ministry  vrote,  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Authority  to  the  contravening  Sections  of  the 
Act  of  1909,  but  not  stressing  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  Scheme. 

Further  corrosnondence  ensued  ind  towards  tho  end  of  October 
a  definite  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  Ministry  was  received. 

It  was  then  suggested  that  I  should  resign  the  post  of  County 


Medical  Officer,  which  should  be  offered  to  an  Officer  in  an 
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adjoining  County,  and  assume  all  the  other  Public  Health  posts  in 
tlio  County . 


Tho  Hoard  of  Education,  who  had  previously  given  thoir  sanction 
to  ray  holding  the  School  posts,  withdrew  it,  as  they  considered  that 
the  nodical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  School  Jiedioal  Officer  should 
bo  one  and  the  sane  nelson. 

It  was  rocbmmendod  that  I  should  retain  my  present  postsiii  this 
County  and  should,  in  addition,  assume  that  of  School  Nodical 
Officer  to  tho  Soke  of  Peterborough  education  Authority. 

A  wholo-tir,e  nodical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  nodical  Officer 
was  recormonded  for  tho  Oi tT'  of  Peterborough . 

The  suggestions  of  the  Hi  iistr-'  are  expensive  and  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  City  of  Peterborough,  not  being  a  County  Borough, 
cannot  undertake  schemes  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  venereal 
diseases,  the  inspection  of  secondary  schools  and  the  inspection 


of  midwives,  will  give  riso  to  considerable  overlapping  and  loss 
of  tino • 


It  pan  honed  that  tho  now  Ministry  would  have  been  able  to 


prevent  ouch  confusion,  waste  of  tino  and  possibilities  of  friction. 


POPULATION . 

The  estimated  civilian  populationnare  as  follows: 


City  of  Peterborough.  35363 
Rural  District  of  Peterborough.  8f>82 
Rural  District  of  Jarnaok.  1985 
Administrative  County.  45910 


If,  however,  an  estimate  is  made  on  tho  basis  that  tho  ratio 

between  the  civil  and  military  populations  is  the  sane  as  for  England 
sind  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  estimate  is  higher  and  is  as  follows: - 


City  of  Peterborough.  39623 
Rural  District  of  Peterborough.  9618 
Rural  District  of  Jarnack .  2291 
Administrative  County.  51530 


The  first  of  these  estimates  is  used  for  calculating  the  death  rate 


and  tho  second  tho  birth  rate. 


BIRTHS 


City  of  Peterborough.  No.  of  Births. 

Rural  District  of  Peterborough. 

Rural  District  of  Darnaok. 

Administrative  County.  w 


817  Rate.  15.57 

153  "  15.91 

30  "  13,09 

800  "  35.52 


The  total  number  of  births  recorded  is  practically  tho  samo  as  last 
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yor:?^  T7hon  801  births  wore  registered.  In  1916  tho  'o  wore  966 
births;  in  1916  940,“  in  1914  898;  in  1913  944,  and  in  1918  SSO. 

Tho  highest  rate  is  recorded  in  the  Peterborough  Rural  District  and 
ti  e  lowest  in  the  Barnaul:  Rural  District. 

The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Rales  as  a  whole  is  17.7;  for 


the  146  smaller  towns,  of  which  Peterborough  is  one  17 .9 : for  the 
96  great  towns,  with  populations  over  50,000  17.6;  and  for  London 
16.,  1.  The  birth  rate  for  this  Counts'-,  therefore,  is  lower  than  in 


other  parts  of  England. 

64  children  ’ rore  born  out  of  wedlock  as  compared  with  57  in  1917, 
51  in  1916,  34  in  1915,  49  in  1914,  64  in  1913,  and  59  in  1918. 
There  has,  therefore,  boon  no  increase  in  illegitimacy,  but  tho 
illegitimate  birth  rate  has  not  fallen  with  the  nano  rapidity  as 
the  legitimate  birth  rate. 

From  January  1st  1918  to  December  31st  1918,  721  of  the  600 
births  ocouring  in  the  County  were  notified  to  the  County  Iledical 
Offioor,  a  percentage  of  90. 

546  wore  notified  by  Doctors,  Registrars,  or  friends,  and  175  by 
midwives ^  31  of  the  721  notified  were  stillbirths. 

DEATH  RATE. 


City  of  Peterborough. 

ITo. 

of  deaths. 

335. 

Rate 

15 . 12 

Rural  District  of  Peterborough. 

it 

tt  »r 

137 

tr 

15,96 

Rural  District  of  Barnack . 

n 

ft  n 

29- 

tr 

14.75 

Administrative  County. 

n 

ft  tf 

701 

it 

15.26 

Tho  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Administrative  County  was  701, 
giving  a  net  death  rate  of  15.26,  a  higher  figure  than  has  been 
obtained  since  1902,  and  due,  in  part  to  the  severe  outbreaks  of 
influenza  which  occurred  in  July,  JTovember  and  Docenber,  102  persons 
succumbing  to  this  scourge.  79  persons  died  in  the  City,  22 

in  the  Rural  District  of  Peterborough  and  only  one  death  was  recorded 
in  the  Barnack  area..  The  follovring  table  shews  the  number  of 

deaths  and  the  death  rate  in  each  aroa.:- 

Rate  per  1000  of 

District.  Dea.ths .  tho  population,  hales  Fonal  o s .. 


City  of  Peterborough. 

Rural  District  of  Peterboro' 
Rural  DistriotTof  Barnack. 
\cministr-atlvo  Count'1'- . 


79 

2*1 

51 

48 

22 

2.5 

14 

8 

-  1 

0,5 

1 

0 

102 

2.2 

46 

56 
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Females  woro  no  re  severely  nf flic tod  than  males,  The  ago 
distribution  of  tho  108  oo.'ioo  nan  as  follows «- 


65 

and  ovor  * 

15 

45 

to  65 

80- 

25 

to  45 

41 

15 

to  25 

16 

5 

to  15 

5 

r> 

ft 

to  5 

p 

f  j 

1 

ZJk 

to  •  2 

-  rr 

o 

Total . 

108 

It  is  noteworthy  and  -ogre table  that  57  of  the  108  deaths  ocour-od 
bo  two  on  tho  arcs  of  15  and.  45,  tho  most  useful  ■soriod  of  life. 
Serious  as  the  outb-oak  was  in  tills  County  it  was  considerable 
more  fatal  -*n  other  aroas.  In  Rutland,  with  a  population 
estimated  at  17,65",  95  dea,tlis  vrore  registered,  being  a  rate  of 
5v3  nor  1000.  In  Sunderland  and  Stockton  tho  death  rate  ran  also 
5,3,  In  South  Shiold.s  4,9.  and.  in  1  Si d.dl o nborough  4»1. 

Ho  final  figures  are  yot  availablo ,  for  tho  whole  Country,  but 
it  is  stated  that  49431  p  or  sons  succumbed  in  tho  96  great  t  owns  and 
in  England  and  Vales  as  a  whole  104,738,  whilo  in  London  18,000 
porso-’s  died. 


Tho  on i domic  affected  ovo-v  Country  in  Huron o,  Forth  and. 
South  America,  Australia,  India  and  Africa*  In  Her  York  it 
attacked  15,000  in  ono  month  and  How  York  suffered  least  of  the 
groat  Cities  of  tho  States.  In  India  it  caused  tho  death  of 
si::  million  persons. 

The  disoaio  assumes  pandemic  proportions  from  time  to  time  and  has 
been  known  to  tho  Profession  since  1510,  and  thenceforward  world¬ 
wide  opidemics  havo  boon  recorded  in  1557,  1580,  1589,  1675,  1693, 
1709,  1729,  1732,  1742,  1783,  1830,  1836,  1847,  and  1890, 


roughly  four  times  in  oach  Century. 

V/ith  regard  to  prevention,  no  Public  Health  measure  can 
resist  the  progress  of  pandemic  influenza,  and  a  similar  remark 
applies  to  other  diseases  in  which  infection  is  received  by  the 
respiratory  tract,  o.g.,  measles,  whooping  cough,  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia.  Rout in o  dioinfoction  is  a  useless  expense. 

Rocontly,  the  ministry  of  Health  has  issuod  a  vaccino  which  is 
intended  to  m.itigato  or  prevent  tho  so  quoin  of  influenza,  such  as 
pneumonia  and  thrombosis. 
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Thin  vaooino  will  bo  provid-d  froo  of  charge  lr*  tho  Iii*\tntrv  to 
Hodieal  of  Ih-alth  fob  ■’.iritribuMon  to  *v-act5  tionorc  who 

retire  it.  Tho  general  ouinion  among  practitioners  at  tho 

present  tino  in  that  thin  prophylactic  treatment  in  uncertain. 

It  in  >robabl-r  harmless.  in  regard  to  worrsora!  •\r*ov.-tnti  on  of 

infection,  it  ia  rcconnonded  that  tho  throat  bo  r.arglod  with  Lin.Sodao 
Chlorinatos  and  that  a  solution  of  oormon  nc.lt  and  union  ho  on  iff  del 
up  tho  none  from  tho  hollow  of  the  hand  two  or  throe  tinea  a  cla^. 

Uhon  an  attach  in  acquired  tho  onl-  tiling  in  to  r,o  to  bed.  and  boon 
thor*©.  Tho  room  should  bo  well  v  rutilated. 

In  houses  who.ro  those  anonitioa  can  not  bo  obtained  tho  Local 
Sanitary  Authority  in  urged  to  provide  accomodation  in  tho  empty 
wards  of  an  isolation  or  other  Ilomital.  For  th.o  better  equine od 
housos  domiciliary  nur s ing  should  bo  •  wovidod  in  connection  with 
local  nursing  associations.  In  cases  of  groat  emergency  Countw 
and  Municipal  Health.  Visitors  could  bo  used  for  this  nurnono • 

Ano t]ier  valuable  suggestion  nado  by  tho  Ministry  is  that  wonon  should 
bo  enlisted  as  "Hone  holes" ,  and  that  special  kitchens  bo  in- .revised 
whoro  invalid  food  could  bo  prepared, 

Dr.  Collins  remarks  that  two  outbreaks  occurred,  one  in 
July  which  was  slight,  only  causing  ton  deaths,  and  tho  other  in 
JTovombor  and  December  which  wan  sovoro.  Tho  disoaso  was 
cliaraotined  by  vomiting  and  none  blooding.  Three  cases  of  or ©mature 
labour  in  women  affected  with  influenza  pro'od  fatal.  One  of  tho 
deaths  under  five  was  tr,at  of  an  infant  nronaturol**  born,  tho  mother 
also  dying. 

In  tho  Peterborough  Aural  District  thorn  wore  also 
two  outbreaks .  I'o  eat.-  s  wore  recorded  in  the  early  sum  or  but 
22  worsens  succumbed  in  th.o  late  autumn  epidemic. 

Dr.  Groonwood  .also  •■•ncordc  two  op i denies  in  July  and  ITovombor 
in  the  Darnack  Aural  District.  Tho  former  was  not  serious  but  the 
latter  was  complicated  by  sovoro  broncho -nnounoni a. 

Tho  principal  causes  of  death,  otb.or  than  influenza  wore 


Cancer  and  malignant  disoaso  *  - 
Tuberculosis  (  all  fowls ) 

Iloart  Disease . 

Dr on chi tin • 

Pneumonia  (  all  forms) 
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Violence  other  than  suicide. 

>  r  i gl  \  t  n  *  d 1  s  o  a  s  o  . 

Jill  if  \oria. 
iloo.nl  oo  • 

Suicide  •  n 

Corob.ro-sniual  fovor .  i 

Tho  so  figures  dosorvo  nouo  consideration .  p0  Cro'-o or-  can tain  ov’ 

t.’\o  Ti0n  of  death  -  F59  won  on  and  rs*  non  .Tuonunbod,  of  thooo  being 

over  tho  ago  of  45. 


In  o.  recent  Konoranduv’.,  nuhlis’-o.d  V-  the  Chi  of  Hod  i  cal  Officer  to 
the  Jtiniotry  of  Health,  on  ‘Preventive  Hodioinot  its  soonG  and  aims" , 
not  a  word  in  said  about  a  di r.oaso  which  in  the  chief  foo  of  mankind 
and  one,  t d ■  i  c  h  if  taken  in  tine,  in  a  local  disease  and  roadi.1 ir 

V 

dealt  r,ith  b1'  a  on: ’goon . 

liOcart  dinoaso  acoountn  for  lb  o  death  of 
5C  women  and  fid  non,  57  of  which  occurred,  over  ifo  ago  of  45. 
Bronchitic  accounts  for  tho  death  of  20  non on  and  24  non,  53  being 

ovor  tho  ago  of  45. 

It  is  obvious  fron  the  no  figures  that 
the  danger  period  of  lifo  in  reached  at  or  about  tho  ago  of  40 
and  that  a  ny  nt.cn  of  conpulsor"  examination  and  troatnont  for  pore  one 
would  T’i  old  a  rich  harvest  in  t’’o  navi  rg  0-  Hf0,  -got,  in  a  toad  of 


concentrating  attention  on  thin  noriod  of  danger,  tho  Minin trv 
compels  tho  P.ation  to  snond  thou  nan  da  of  pounds  on  tho  inspection 
of  school  ohildron  which  evon  tho  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  tho 
Board  of  Education  describes  as  in  most  respects  hoalthv ,  and 
advisoo  and  urges  Authorities  to  spend  onornous  sums  on  infant 
wolf aro ,  with  results  that  owing  to  our  ignorance  of  the  laws  of 
horoditaw^  and  pronatal  hygieno  are,  to  sav  tho  least  of  thoip, 
unconvincing .  On  tho  ot)ior  hand,  cormoncing  signs  of 

diooaso  in  oarl'r  middle  ago  are  op,nily  detected,  well  known  to  tho 


Profession  and  can  at  that  time  bo  remedied  with  tho  most  gratifvin^ 
ro suits .  It  should  bo  insisted  on  that  medical  examination  and 
troatnont  should  bo  provided  for  all  at  all  ago n  instead  of  confining 
it  to  tho  nost  health"  period  of  life. 

IPFAITf  _  j.IOjdTALITY . 

3y  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  noant  tho  ratio  of  the  annual 
numbor  of  deaths  oo curing  in  chi 1 dr on  under  one  yoaii  of  ago  tc 

every  thousand  births . 
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Tho  ratio  for  each  area  and  for  tho  County  ar.  a  ”'holo  in  a  ;  follows 


Cit*r  of  Peterborough-  ho 

Rural  district  of  Poto?ftorou,^i 
Rural  District  of  Barn,  a  cl:  • 
Administrative  Count-".  " 


of  deaths 

.  48 

.  R 

ate 

77 

,77 

tt 

it 

g 

tt 

39 

.21 

ft 

tt 

— 

tt 

tt 

tt 

54 

tt 

67 

.50 
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1.0  COUnf‘r 

is 

r*  r, 

•1  !  . 

50 

n  or 

yiro . 

In 

19 17 

tho 

ra 

to 

was 

in 

1914 

-  7 

5.7; 

in 

19 

13 

ing 

to  note  that 

no 

do  a 

tils 

i  roc 

ordod 

in 

tho 

Bar 

nac 

k 

Rural  District. 

The  Infant  Liortality  rate  for  England  and.  halos 
no  a  whole  was  07.  Per  tho  96  great  towns  IOC;  for  tlio  148 
timallor  towns  of  which  Peterborough  is  ono  94  a -n d.  for  London  107. 
Tho  infant  mortality  rate  for  this  County  thorofo.ro .  is  no s t 


satisfactory.  A  most  gratifying  decline  in  this  form  of  wa otago 

of  human  lifo  is  everywhere  noticible  and  is  as  marked  in  areas 

whore  no  ad  hoc  measures  are  taken  to  combat  this  ovil  as  in  the so 

whore  thousands  of  wounds  of  the  rate -payors’  money  is  annually 

spent  This  failure  is  in  part  due  to  ignorance  of  some  of  the 

causos  of.  death  in  infants  in  tho  first  period  of  indonondont  life 

and  in  part  to  tho  bad.  social  conditions,  e.g.,  insanitation, 

and  the  omloyraont  of  married  wonon  who  should,  in  a  properly 

organised  society,  be  at  home  looking  after  their  young  children. 

Tho  matter  is  a  social  an  much  as  a  nodical  probliom . 

[Jevon  of  tho  ^4  illogitimato  children  died  boforo  reaching  one 

voar  of  age,  a  mortality  of  109.5  per  1000,  as  compared,  with  47 

of  the  750  children  bo?-n  in  wodlock,  a  mortality  of  63.8. 

Tho  causes  of  the  34  total  infant  deaths  are  ’ - 

Congenital  Debility.  24.  Pneumonia •  7 

Other  dofined  diseases  11  Measles.  2 

Bronchitis.  9.  Diarrhoea.  1- 

This  vear,  as  always,  congonital  debility  is  tho  cause  of 
nearly  50$  of  the  mortality.  It  can  only  be  curtailed  by 
ensuring  a  healthy  condition  of  both  parents  prior  to  conception 
and  of  the  mother  during  tho  period  of  pregnancy.  Pregnant 
women  should  be  examined  frequently  so  that  abnormal  conditions 
such  as  pernicious  vomiting  and  contracted  conditions  of  tho  birth 
passages,  could  be  diagnosed  at  an  early  date  and  rectified. 
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Thin  ' 'or1:  rfill  no  doubt  bo  dovolopod  at  t'vj  Infant  \ Io3.tv.ro  Con two 
in  tho  Cit',T  ot  Potorborcu-gh . 

Again,  many  ot  tho  childron  Gio  wilii  .  the*  are  being  born  and 

tho  urovision  of  nuelified  natornit*’  nurses  would  considorabl*r 

.  */ 

raitigato  thi  n .  Dr-  Coil  in  3  roporto  that  tho  two  voluntary  Tnfant 
Molt  aro  Clinics  continue  thoir  bonofioont  *. -orb . 

(a)  Hold  at  tho  Guild  oi'  Help  Of'l’ioo,  Guo  on  Stroot  •  Peterborough 

to  which  Jr.  Bon*  >or  has  succeeded  Dr-  La  than  a3  Loth  cal  Attendant  - 
Tho  worh  ha 3  boon  carried  cut  under  lif fioultioc  owin'-  to  tho  fact 
that  tlio  Fod.cl  Control  Connittoo  had  to  tabo  over  tho  Consulting 
Boon .  Tho  total  nunbor  of  at  tendances  was  891,  5P5  of  tho 30 

boing  for  children  under  ono  ,foar  of  arc  and  1GG  for  children 
over  that  ago-  VP.  no,r  ooren  attended  thin  year.  59  of  then 
facing  undor  one  year  of  ago. 

(b)  ITott  England  Branch,  hold  uoo1*ly  at  tho  P.8, A.  Institute , 

Gla  ’3 tone  Btroot .  Peterborough ,  to  which  Jr  .-Poach -Hay  is  tho 
Hodical  Advisor  and  Fur  no  Ireland,  a  certified  midwife-  tho 
Chiof  Fur  no  .  Tho  total  number  of  at  ton  dare  on  wan  5°0,  400  of 

tho.no  boing  for  children  undor  ono  yoar  of  ago  and  190  for  tho.no 
ovor  tho  ago  of  ono  y oar.  47  now  canon  attend od  daring  tho 

yoar  "9  boing  un'lor  a^d  8  ovor  the  ago  of  ono  yoar. 

Gla;;o,  Lac t ago  1  .and  Virol  can  bo  obtained,  at  both  Centres. 

Fifty -throe  hone  visits  wore  raid  and  a  fow  of  tho  babies  were 

cared 

found  to  bo  unoatin^r.otorily  for,  but  an  some  of  those 

families  had  only  two  rooms  to  live  in  this  is  scarcely  a  matter 


for  ourvifio. 


HEALTH  VI BITING. 


Dr  Collins  st  ton  th.at  tho  Cit"  advert! sod  and  some 
apparently  suitable  candidates  applied,  but  before  tlio  day  settled 
for  the  interview,  had  secured  appointments  elsowhoro.  Ono  other 
candidato  was  intorviowed  on  another  occasion  but  did.  not  possess 
the  nocossarTr  oualif ications ,  and  a*' tor  this  a  third  ap-oli cation 
was  rocoivod  from  an  individual  obviously  unfit  for  any 
rosponoiblo  post. 

Shortly  aft or  this  a  circular  letter  was 
rocoivod  u?ron  the  Local  Government  Board  suggesting  that  tho  worh 
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uhould  bo  wr\  rtahon  on  Count-  linos  and  o.  connunoco.tion  '/an 
nont  to  tho  Count-  Council  nv  footin':  tho  oo- on  oration  of  that 
body  in  a  joint  nohono  •  '-•’hie  no’  ^o  uan  -v.*3tpcmod  in  vier  os? 

tho  oroooood  oonbination  o:?  all  nodical  nosta  wiuor  o->o  ox  ioco 
Thio  hao  non  had  to  bo  aboudonod  in  vio-  of  tho  tardy  decision  of 

tho  ilinintry  • 

There  would  to  coriain  definite  advantafsoo  in  tho  Count"  Oounc.il 
undorts-hiny  tho  work  of  Health  Visitiny  throughout  the  area. 

Tt  vrouid  loaf  to  tho  suichor  ns oortaimont  of  suspected  canes 
Vr*  tuberculosis.  caoos  of  nontal  doficioncy  and  vonoroal  diooajo 
?or  which  throo  diseases  the  Count"  Council  in  tho  rosncmsible 

Hodioal  Authority 

/ *  \  r-vu  fnnnci  1  i'l  .'A road-  responsible  for  tho  inspection 

(b)  .  iho  L  from-hom  valnnblo  oo-o«oration  is  oxnoctod  and 

usually  rooiivod  in  any  successful  infant  welfare  oohono 

irttT.TlT  VI- IITTHO  lit  KOItAL  DlhgilOgS.. 

Owin'-,  to  fur  no  loan’s  serious  iHnoos,  tho  Public  Health 

fc 

Oorolttoo  considered  it  advisable  on  her  return  to  duty  m 
Pobruary  1919,  to  allow  hor  to  discontinue  the  wort:  of  health 
visitor  while  retaining  hor  posts  of  School  Burse  to  tho  Soho  of 
Peterborough  Education  Authority .  ltontal  Deficiency  Visitor 
and  Tuberculosis  ITurso  to  the  Count-  Council. 

Ho  health  visitin'-,  has  boon  carried  out  since  tho  publication 

of  tho  last  annual  ronort - 

IHCPfC'ri  ON  OP  1-IX  D\  fivs A.*. 

2r.  Collins  of  16,  I.incoln  i:oad,  Peterborough,  is  tho  Xnspooto 

-  i  n  n  orvnv  O-r  1*1  H.  *■>  PGpOrt»  ITOX^  "fcb.Q 

but  I  ha vo  boon  unable  to  obuoin  v.  cop,  ox  ax. 

yoar  1C  18  •  PWPTAL  TREATHEHT  • 

A  flub -Commit  toe  has  boon  formed  for  the  consideration 
of  supplying  dental  treatment  for  mothers,  expectant  mothers. 

school  children,  and  infants. 

soarnm  m  TLIE  ^jiatioh  of 

Du-inr,  tho  "oar  t!io  Porthamptonshiro  Pursin'-.  Association 
wore  unable  to  take  stops  to  provide  nurses  for  tho  six  new 
Associations  which  the  County  Council  has  proposed  to  subsidise. 
Towards  tho  ond  of  1019  a  nurse  had  boon  provided  for  Southorpo, 
Dnrnach  and  Stamford  St.  liar  tins  (  Without). 
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It  is  apparently  a  difficult  natter  to  start  those  Ancociav.iur:.; 

in  tho  villago3 .  Tho  Count"  Council  lias  continued  to  subsidise 

the  -'annford  Punning  Association 

TUD'dnCULOGl;, . 

Cousunption  of  tho  lunj^s . 


Cit-r  of  Peterborough. 

Rural  District  of  Peterborough 
Rural  District  oi1  Barnack. 
Administrative  Counts. 
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0  do  at 

-hs  occur 

anon"  inon  and  thirty-two  among  women  - 

Tho  shortage  of  food.,  osnooiall"  the  shortage  of  no  at  one"  tho 

i  ^ 

oubntitution  of  margarine  for  butter-  and  tho  longer  hours  of  work, 

have  told  thoir  talc  in  tho  increased  mortality  fron  phthisis  • 

r/hioh  has  nffootod  all  parts  of  Groat  Britain. 

Tho  following  aro  tho  notifications  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  - 

Cit"  of  Peterborough.  74 

Rural  District  of  Peterborough  9 
Rural  District  of  Barrack 
Administrative  County.  65 

Tho  nunbar  of  notifications  cannot  bo  con si dor ed  satisfactory 

in  vi on  of  tho  nunbor  of  deaths.  The  former  should  bo  twice 

tho  latter.  In  1^17  thoro  wore  80  notifiCcations  *  in  1°1G  .  72, 

54  in  1915;  57  in  1014;  85  in  1915;  and  US  in  1918. 

notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  Organs 
other  than  the  Lungs. 


Cit'”’  of  Petcrboimgh  51  notifications .  ITo.of  Deaths.  16.  hate 

R,D.  w  w  6  "  "  "  11  2 

R.D.  n  Barhack  -  ’$  ’  "  " 

Administrative  County  57  "  "  "  "  18  ”  .59 


1 ; 
ti 
i/ 


Prom  tuberculosis  of  organs  other  than  the  lungs  thoro  wore 
18  doaths .  Sevon  of  these  ™oro  duo  to  tuberculous  noningitis 
or  inf Innation  of  tho  brain.  In  1017  thoro  were  25  deaths. 
Thoro  wore  12  in  1916;  15  in  1915;  14  in  19 14 ;  25  in  1915. 

and  14  in  m2. 
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During  the  year  the  Count-'  Council  has  continue;1,  it;’.  Agreement 
iritli  the  Insurance  Comittoo  to  provide  a  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

"  burse  and  Di  on  on  oar--  troatnent.  Tito  bods  have.  boon  rotp.inod 
p.t  the  Evornfiold  Olio  at  hospital  St  .Loonardn-on-Sca,  for  non- 
insurod  norso^n  r.nd  the  arrangononts  hr.vo  been  continued  -for  H-r.av 

•j 

examinations  at  the  Potorborough  Infirmary. 

Tho  apparatus  han  boon  mob.  improved  b_r  tbo  generosity  of  tbo 
Trades  and  Lp.bour  Council 

In  tho  voar  connencing  January  lot:  lr,20 .  tho  County  Council 
T/ill  undortako  responsibility  for  tho  provision  of  Sanatorium 
ncconodation  for  innurod  persons  and  it  in  propoaod  to  provide 
seven  more  beds  at  tho  Ever afield  Cheat  Hospital. 

A  Sub-Conreittoo  has  boon  appointed  to:  consider  th.o  advisability 
of  providing  an  Institution  for  tho  treatnont  of  early  and  advanced 
eases  of  this  disease  in  -fo  vicinity  of  Potorborough. 

A  full  report  on  tho  vor!:  of  tho  Tuberculosis  Disnonsary  Trill 
bo  publi.shod  in  due  course. 

1  HUTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACT  101b. 

Since  the  Act  ce.no  into  force  tho  County  Council  has  appointed 
tho  Public  health  Connittoo  vitb  tuo  co-opted  lady  monbers  to 
administer  tho  Act.  The  Register  of  Defectives  has  boon  made  add 
has  boon  kopt  up  to  da.te  and.  formally  revised  in  1019-  It  contains 
tho  nano3  of  100  persons.  Oruartorly  visits  aro  paid  to  tho 

Defectives  by  tho  County  Council’s  burse  - 

Eleven  defectives  have  been  nont  to  Phit ting ton  Hall,  boar 
Chostorfiold,  to  Stoke  Park  Colony ,  p.nd.  to  t.b.c  Certified  Institution 
of  tho  Kotropolitan  Asylums  Dop.rd.  Pino  a?n  ’.till  in  residence 
and  tvro  have  died.  Recently,  accomodation  has  boon  found  for 
sevon  othors  and  for  ono  case  a  suitable  Institution  is  being 
sought  >  Two  patients  arc  detained  under  tho  guardianship  of 

their  friends.  Tor  ono  of  those  extra  clothing  and  dental 
troatnont  has  boon  provided  by  the  Countv  Council . 

VTHTEPIiAL  DISEASES  REGULATIONS  _  19 1C. 

During  thG  ;’car>  under  revien  the  County  Council  has  continued 
its  Agreement  uith  tho  P  e  t  e  r bo  rough  Infirmary  but  on  different 
linos  as  regards  na”nont . 

(  11  ) 
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For  or. o' •  attendance  7/=.  nrr  n.-uTior  in  nou  >r.id  and  for  >ach 
in-nationt  IP./-  i’or  tho  ??irst  day  and  10 /-  for  oach  subsequent  day. 
Tho  Agreement  r/itJi  tho  Rprchostor  University  for  tho  o::i  -niuation 
of  pathological  material  has  boon  on  tho  sane  linen  m  horotoforo- 

Pron  October  lot,  1918  to  Uoptombor  30  th  1°19,  10 r>  non  pr.tionta 
and  80  old  patients  attended  tho  Venereal  Clinic . 

80  of  tho  105  non  patients  suffered  fron  syphilis,  45  from  gonorrhoea. 
5  fron  oof t  c'iancro,  and  PI  fron  diseases  other  than  vo  noroal . 

Tho  number  of  attondancos  nado  by  non  patients  uas  773. 

Fiftoon  patients  rocoivod  in- eat i on t  troatnont  and  romainod  302 
days  in  tho  Infirmary.  73  patients  uoro  treated  nith  Galyl 
and  273  do bob  of  this  drug  uer o  given. 

30  aaraploo  uoro  ro corded  an  being  examined  for  gonococci  at  tho 
Infirmary  whilo  76  a  armies  uoro  nont  to  th.o  Ranchos  ter  University 
for  tho  Yfassormp.nn  ro-action. 

P.ocontly ,  tho  Hinistry  of  iioalth  has  nritton  reporting  on  tho 
BChomo  and  asking  that  ono  of  the  anproved  Officers  Ghoul d  be 
responsible  for  tho  evening  Clinics  and  not  tho  Hooidont  Medical 
Officer,  and  stating  that  the  treatment  for  gonorrhoea  requires 

modification , 

J3U1DIA PCI  OF  TUP  VORK  PERFOPJ.GOD  AT  TUTU  ]  iAIf  CHESTER 
P o,tho logical  Laboratory . 

Hinty-30vcn  sanplo3  of  blood  u oro  uont  to  tho  Pathological 
Laboratory  at  llanohostor.  It  is  rogrotablo  that  no  s amnios  of 
corcbro- spinal  fluid  end  no  samples  of  tho  products  of  conception 
in  stillbirth  and  abortion  uoro  sont  to  the  Laboratory. 

It  is  also  noticoablo  that  no  smears  uoro  sont  for  examination 
for  snirochaoteo . 

40  of  tho  97  samples  of  blood  uero  positive 
56  wore  nogativo  and  1  was  not  examined  as  insufficient  material 
was  sent.  7^  samples  uoro  sont  by  tho  Infirmary,  15  by  threo 

modical  practitioners  -  the  first  of  those  sont  ton,  the  second 
four ,  p.nd  tho  third  one  -  and  six  samples  vroro  sGnt  by  the 
Tuborculosis  Officer. 

l*o  additional  name  uas  added  to  tho 
list  of  'oractitionors  uho  furnished  nr.tisfactory  ovidonco  of 
competence  in  tho  administration  of  Galvarsan.  its  substitutes 

and  modifications.  ^  ^ 
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Propaganda  V/ork  ♦ 

During  tho  •roay  idle  Public  Health  Oornnittoo  considered  tho 
advisability  of  holding  short  lecturos  the  various  factor! on  in 
the  City  of  Peterborough  on  the  dangers  of  venereal  diseases,  and 
decided  to  engago  a  snoakor  from  tho  national  Council  for  Combating 
Venereal  Disoascs.  All  the  Pirns,  with  one  exception,  refused 
their  permission,  and  it  nan  thoroforo  decided  to  hold  a  public 
mooting  for  men  only  in  the  tio-onerative  Hall  on  April  Pnd  1919,. 
Councillor  J.Emerton  tool:  the  Chair.  31  r.  Otto  Ilay  addressed  a 

meeting  of  some  go  poisons,  which  is  understood  to  bo  a  fairly  good 
attondanco  for  a  term  tho  size  of  Peterborough . 

During  tho  ’'oar  the  public  Health  Committee  considered  the  question 
of  providing  oarl,T  troatnont  Centres.  in  this  car;e  it  was 
sug"osted  that  rooms  shbuld  bo  sot  aside  in  tho  Infirmary,  with  two 
attendants,  who  should  bo  constantly  on  duty.  Tho  meat  oxuense 
of  this  sohomo  and  t3io  slight  success  which  has  attended  this  plan 
in  certain  huge  Hill t ary  Centres,  led  to  its  ro.iootion  by  the  Committee, 
It  is  understood  that  no  oarly  treatment  Centres  have  been  est^blj shod* 
Tijvon  in  London  tho  Count**  Council  doclinod  to  proceed  witix  tho 
Sohomo  which  emanated  from  the  Local  Government  Board’s  nodical 
Department . 

Recently,  much  discussion  has  tabors  place  or  the  question  as  to 
whotlvor  Health  Authorities  should  provide  disinfectants  for  use  by 
tho  individual  himself  immediately  after  the  ri3k  of  acquiring  the 
disoase  has  boon  incurred.  The  majority  of  medical  opinion  Booms 
to  be  in  favour  of  this  oxpodiont  being  tried  and  alrea  y  a  Society 
has  boon  engaged  for  tho  Prevention  of  Venereal  Diseases.  The 
ltinistrv  of  Health  does  not  ondorso  ties©  viows,  howovor,  out 
scientific  experiments  should  bo  oarriod  out  on  a  largo  scale 
and  its  results  investigated  by  an  imuartial  Commission. 

0ERE3RP  -  HP  I  HAL  31EHIHGITIS. 

Ho  s amnion  wore  sent  on dor  the  Scheme  described  in  ny  annual  ro  'ort 

for  tho  *'ear  ln  17 . 

EPIDEHIO  DEATH  RATE-  1918 

There  wore  24  deaths  in  the  County  of  the  Soho  of  Peterborough  from 

the  nrincjnal  on i domic  diseases. -  The  actual  number  of  deaths  in 
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oi.ch  area  aro  displayed  in  tho  follow iu£  tables.  iho  numbers.  ro  t-i 
to  the  death  rates:- 


i.’oaslon . 
i  Jo  or  lot  Fovor. 
Whooping  conyh . 
Piphthoria. 
Diarrhoea. 

Total . 


n  (.14) 
5  (.OBJ 
1  (ICR) 
8-  (.-S3S) 
*1’  (1.6) 
10  (.50) 


p  o  t,  a rbo 3-oi \ rh  lb  D. 

Darnaclc  R.D. 

Total-. 

4  (.46) 

Q  (  _  '1  C.  'j 

— 

?  n  *  3  * 

».)  \  *Uu  • 

— 

-  ... 

1  (..OR; 

1  (.111 

1  "a  50) 

1C  ( ,111 . 
1  ;  I  :-6  ) 

5  (o58) 

1  (c58) 

24  (,52/ 

It  shouldbbe  notod  that  tho  deaths  fr on  diarrhoea  aro  calculatod 
not  on  tho  population  but  upon  the  rate  per  1000  births, 

itodificatipf  op 

During  tho  -oar,  excluding  tuberculosis,  G6fl  canon  of 
infectious  diseases  wore  notified  as  follows:- 
Pi neaso.  Potor-v^ro'  City.  PotorbonoprhJR.Ih _ 


Moaalos • 

fjo  ar  1  o  t  Fov  . 

Diphthoria. 

En.’toric  Fovor. 
Erysipelas • 
lor obro-opinal  fovor. 
Ophthalmia  lToonatorun. 

Totals . 


443 

173 

4R 

O 

i  » 

3 

1 

7 

670 


158 

15 

b 


1 

o 


18  R 


10 


601 

189 

59 

fZ‘ 

9 

1 

7 

868 


Dr.  Collino  remarks  that  tho  diaynocis  of  tho  two  canon  of  Ontario 
fovor  van  confirmed  by  tho  TJldaJ.  ro-aotion.  One  of  tho  oanoo  h"rt 
reoo'tly  portion  of  rnocolo,  r.  shollfieh  which  often  hr.rbourn  tho 

gcr’ is  of  tills  diaoa-  o . 

601  primary  notiflcationo  of  noaalon  were  rocoivod,  443  boiny  wni.m 
to  tho  Oity  and  158  to  the  Potorhorouah  Rural  District.  In  botn 
Diotriota  tho  on  throats  woro  contemporaneous  and  looted  from  Xr-t  n 
until  tho  surr'or  holidoyo.  Closure  of  tho  Schools  had  no  effect 
in  shocking  tho  onidonic.  '  Dr.  Collino  says  on  tho  whole  tho 
caooo  of  ooarlot  fovor  wore  wild  ard  tho  yroator  number  oooumod 
in  tho  first  throo  no«ths  of  tho  yonr.  A  email  onidonic,  however, 
oeourrod  in  tho  South  Ward  in  Rontonbor . 

Dlnhtherla.  Sir  deaths  occurred  but  only  ono  of  those  occurred  at 
tho  Isolation  Hospital,  whore  thirty  canon  have  boon  treated  during 


tho  woar. 

Oorobro- spinal  Povor.  Ono  case  occurred  which  pro  od  fatal, 
unitary  contacts  wore  satisfactorily  dealt  with. 

Ophthalmia  Hopnatoruru  So''on  oacoo  -nm  notified.  ,,11 
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uorc  t^o  extort  rith  nmt  satisfactory  results. 

t soj.ATior  !ionriT/vi/i._ 

During  tho  yor.r  the  Small  Pox  Ilonwital  v'M  not  unocD  TPo  Isolation 
Rcnnital  or  Sanatorium  rao  understaffed.  and  Dr..  Collins  ro*  .fT'.n  +ii.-t 
it  wan  only  by  considerable  of fort  and  self  denial  on  tho  part  of 
tho  Staff  that  tho  worh.  could  bo  earned  on  at  all . 

On  the  lot  January  mo,  21  canon  of  scarlet  ~o"or  -ore  ronirto-’t  at 
tho  IIo  an  it  n.l  and  nuhnoenontly  09  canon  wore  admitted,  two  pa  ti  onto 

succumbing  to  tho  diooa io. 

Thirty-two  cases  of  diphtheria  woro  treated.  fror.i  Pot.orborovf  r<  and 
tho  adjoining  Rural  District.  Doth  canon  of  enteric  fen'or  -ore 
admitted  to  Hospital  and  nat-o  oxcoll  o  •  t  ^  ^  ^ 

In  tho  City  of  Peterborough  141  visits  of  ousuir'  wore  nado  roonootir.g 
l.*37  caooo  and  so^oral  ro~visi+s  ^oro  also  paid,  155  roonn  woro 
disinfected  for  infectious  rtlson.no,  61  for  rhthinis,  15  for  no-,- 
notifiable  diooaoo  and  1  nohool  roon.  noting,  etc,  war.  ronovocl 
fron  4C  honoeo  uhoro  i-ifoctiou.n  rtinor.no  had  oxistod.  To  remarks 
aro  made  ©r>  tho  miootion  of  dioinfootion  in  tho  Peterborough 
Rural  District. 

16  rooms  rroro  disinfected  in  fl  hour.es  in  tb.o  Barnach  Rural  D:  str-i  ct 
and  ono  School  in  tfo  sane  area  similarly  treated, 

Hnrprnrn  _&.Th  mnVftT  PI.ATTHIi’G  ACT  1909  and^jpjj). 

Tho  Housing  and  Sow  Planning  Act  of  1910  ooUfara  wide  nwroro  on  Local 
Authorities  l.o.,  tho  City  of  Peterborough,  R^rl  Uintriot  of 
Pot.  orborouyh,  and  the  nural  jint'^ict  ol  DurnacL,  -.nd  also  upon 
Soho  of  Potorborojigh  County  Council,  A  short  cuniarr  of  ilii.. 

Act  may  bo  useful . 

All  I, coal  Authorities  arc  compelled  to  nroniwo  and  submit  schemes  " 
within  three  months  after  July  Slot  1919,  bating  number  a-d  nature 
of  houses,  and  tho  amount  of  land  ronnirod.  dstinatos  must  bo 

given  of  costs  and  rents.  If  a  Local  Authority  fails  to  comply, 
tho  : anl.tr-  of  Health  can  transfer  this  trorh  to  the  County  Council 
or  undorta’ro  tho  wrtc  it.olf.  If  any  Local  Authority  fails  to 
exorcise  its  noTTors  as  regards  unhealthy  areas  and  unhealthy  Houses, 
tho  ninistr*  of  Health  nay  direct  the  County  Council  to  inspect  tho 


District  and  report 


to  the  j 'in:'  s try . 
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Powers  are  conferred  on  County  Councils  by  Section  G  Hub- 
ooction  (3),  to  provido  houses  for  all  thoir  employees.  Loud  oud 
Tnonoy  may  bo  acquirod  in  the  no.no  way  o.n  by  o.  Local  Authority. 

Tho  period  of  roprynort  in  80  years. 

Section  14  confers  on  Local  Authorities  or  County  Council  a  the  power 
to  obtain  water  for  houses,  provided  or  to  be  nrovidod,  from  any 
accoaniblo  source,  whether  within  or  without  tho  area. 

Section  22  all.o ws  a  Local  authority  to  lend  money  to  owners  of  houses 
for  tho  working  olanson  no  that  such  houses  nay  be  put  into  satis¬ 
factory  repair. 

Section  PA,  If  housing  and  road  Sohonoc  have  been  approved  by  the 
Kinistrv  of  Health,  the  Provisions  of  tho  oxisting  Byo-laws  in  no yard 
to  noTf  buildings  and  roads  do  not  .apply. 

Section  26  con'r’n  tho  right  to  make  byo-laws  on  tho  f oil owing: - 

1.  ITvunbor  of  nor  sons  to  occupy  a  horde. 

2 •  Ho gi  s tr ■  t i on  and  i  nrv  >oc t ion. 

3.  Drainage,  cleanliness  and  ventilation. 

4.  Adequate  closet,  food  s tor ago,  and  ’'ashing  accommodation  and  water 

supply. 

5.  Cleansing  and  re-docoration  of  houses  at  suitable  intervals. 

By  Sootion  28  owners  are  to  perform  repairs  required  by  the  Local 
Authority  to  render  houses  fit  fur  human  habitation.  Repairs  to  bo 
undertaken  within  reasonable  tino  and  not  loss  than  21  dam .  If 
notice  of  Local  Authority  is  not  complied  with  tho  Local  Authority 
itself  may  oxeoute  the  repairs.  If  ronairs  am  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  demand  reconstruct  ion,  i.o.,  ropa.irs  of  a  s  mctural  nature,  the 

owner  can  close  tho  house . 

Housing  CominnionAra  have  non  been  appointed  for  TEngl md  p.'tI  Wales. 
Those  Countries  aro  divided  into  olomn  areas.  Do  oaoji  area  a 
housing  Commissioner,  who  is  not  a  ’edicr.l  nan,  with  a  staff  of 
inspectors,  clerks  and  valuers,  have  been  assinod.  The  County  'f  tho 
Soke  of  Peterborough  is  in  Region  L.,  which  comprises  the  Counties  of 
Bucks.,  Bedford,  Herts.,  Hants.,  ITorthants.,  and  Oxford. 

In  a  circular  to  County  Councils,  dated  August  30th  101°,  it  is  stated 
that tho  minister  of  Health  wishes  to  avail  himself  of  the  local 
knovlodgo  of  County  Hodical  Officers.  Ho  dosirod  to  have  theii 
services  for  advising  tho  ilogional  Housing  ;taff  oi  the  ministry  on 
housing  natters.  Tho  duties  of  the  Count'7  :  owical  C  icons  are  as 
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follows: - 
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^tt)  •  To  roper t  on  housing  matters  to  the  Conning  Commissioner  diro 

when  fceforence  is  nado  to  ''in  tho  Housing  Conniosionor «  Sue’' 
reports  need  only  be  brief  end  can  umr.lly  bo  nr.de  from  inform¬ 
ation  at  tho  &i 3y03.nl  of  tho  County  I  odical  Officers. 

(b)  •  To  conduct  investigations  personally  or  through  conn o tout 

officers  in  any  natter  diroctod  by  tho  Housing  Connie sioncr. 


tile 


Lay  subordinate  staff  of  tho  Hiniotry  aro  't  tho  rtinnosal  o: 

County  iiodical  Officers,  monthly  Confer  one  os  are  bold  at  tho  Offico 
of  tdie  Commissioner .  A  nodical  Of fi  cer  from  the  ]  inistry  of  Health 
attends  these  Conferences •  Stress  is  laid  upon  the  fact  that  tho 
primary  re  sponsibili t*T  in  connection  with  housing  natters  roots 
with  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority,  The  Local  nodical  Officer  of 
Health  must  nab©  hinsolf  familiar  with  the  housing  conditions  in  hi  ■ 
District.  In  cases  of  do  fault  the  Count”-  medical  Officer  may 
himself  become  primarily  responsible  for  tho  housing  work. 

I  have  now  attended  three  of  tho so  Conferences  and  it  will  be 
expedient  to  relate  what  has  boon  learnt  as  o  the  wishes  of  the 
Central  and  the  proposals  of  the  Local  Authorities. 

In  considering  the  fitness  of  any  Scheme  the  higher  of  the  two 
estimates  of  the  population,  issued  by  the  Registrar  General,  should 
be  considered.  As  regards  overcrowding,  the  following  points  should 
bo  tab on  into  consideration . 


1.  Tho  number  of  persons  per  bedroom  and  not  the  number  of  persons 

per  room. 

8.  A  floor  space  of  50  sq.  feet  should  bo  allowed  for  each  person. 

Tho  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority  should  make  a  continuous  housing 
survey.  This  is  important  a3  it  is  doubtful  if  a  complete  survey 
has  been  made  in  this  County  since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  inl9l4„ 
Eo  definite  standard  has  over  been  fixed  as  to  whether  a  house  is 
fit  or  unfit,  and  it  soens  improbable  that  it  ever  will  1)6.  A 
satisfactory  house  should  be  dry,  light,  airy,  in  good  general  repair 
and  provided  with  adequate  sanitary  conveniences. 

A  house  '•lay  be  damp  from  trivial  causes  or  from  serious  defects,  such 
as  porous  walls  or. floors,  and  defective  or  absent  danp-prodf  courses 
Windows  should  be  at  least  one  tenth  of  tho  floor  space  in  size  and 
a  chimney  or  ventilator  should  be  provided  in  addition.  There 
should  be  a  separate  earth,  or  if  possible  water,  closet  to  ©acn  house 
The  Local  Authority  being  the  landlord  can  choose  its  own  tenants 
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but  preforance  should  be  givon  to  wermanent  residents  rather  than 


wcok-onders,  to  soldiers  returning  from  the  War  and  to  narriod  men 
with  familios .  Tho  rent  should  bo  an  economic  one,  i.o.,  should 
be  based  on  two  thirds  of  the  cost  of  building.  Presumably,  if  a 

houso  cost  $800  to  build  and  a  rate  of  interest  of  6^  is  demanded, 
the  annual  rent  will  be  $r62,  considerably  more  than  is  paid  in  any 
part  of  the  Count'7  at  the  present  time. 

Closure  and  demolition  should  bo  proceeded  with  cautiously  but  it 
should  be  remembered  that  temporary  buildings  can  be  provided  for 
porsons  displaced  by  the  cloarage  of  unhealthy  aroas  and  that  the 
Treasury  will  provide  financial  assistance  for  turns  purpose. 

For  housing  nurnoaes  the  population  of  the  County  should  be  estimated 
at  51,530.  The  threo  Local  Authorities  have  estimated  it  an  46,325. 
The  number  of  working  class  houses  in  the  County  is  10,050.  The 
number  of  such  built  annually  before  the  War  was  130.  There  are  no 
empty  buildings  which  might  be  made  fit  for  dwelling  places  for  the 
working  clashes.  There  are  about  245  houses  which  aro  occupied  by 
two  or  more  families. 

Tho  Local  Authorities  in  the  County  consider  that  the  total  number  of 
houses  required  is  679  and  it  is  considered  that  only  58  of  these  will 
bo  oree'ed  by  private  enterprise. 

Thoro  are  two  small  areas  in  the  Count-7  which  are  classified  as 
unhealthy.  These,  occupying  five  ac^os ,  contain  106  houses  inhab¬ 
ited  by  300  persons.  These  houses  are  too  closely  crowded  and  havo 
insufficient  air  npe.ee.  lluch  of  this  property  has  already  been 
purchased  by  the  Authority  concerned. 

74  houses,  occupied  by  242  persons,  are  returned  by  the  Local 
Authorities  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  which  cannot  bo  made 

■JL 

fit.  So  far,  only  19  closing  orders  havo  been  made.  ITo  demolition 
orders  have  been  executed. 

Tho  number  of  houso o  which  o,re  seriously  defective  but  which  can  be 
mado  habitable  is  returned  as  126.  Tho  Local  Authorities  propose 
to  croct  629  houses  and  122  acres  of  land  are  to  be  aenuirod. 

In  regard  to  the  probable  extension  of  the  City  of  Peterborough  the 
building  of  the  much  required  houses  in  tho  adjoining  Communities 

which  will  be  included  in  the  Kunicipality  has  apparently  not  ,rot 
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teocn  dooided  upor:  either  as  to  numbers  or  Bite. 

Tho  Housing  Act  of  1909  ha a,  Hr.  Ponwill  remarks,  boon  practically 
a  dead  letter  during  the  year  1918,  owing  to  tho  impossibility  of 
getting  labour •  Ono  Cloning  Ordor  has  boon  rir  do  against  an  empty 
houso  in  Haxey.  A  similar  statement  in  made  in  tho  Barnack  report 
Everywhere,  the  village  property  is  getting  into  such  a  bad  stato 
b.3  to  bo  almost  uninhabitable . 

In  the  City  of  Peterborough,  hr.  IToblo,  the  Assistant  Inspector,  uni  or¬ 
tho  direction  of  his  senior  Officer,  Mr.  Coden,  inspected  1060  houses, 
In  connection  with  this  127  informal  notices  wore  sent  out  and  all 
woro  complied  with.  Tho  number  of  houses  inspected  in  the  Ui+w 
undor  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  1909  3inco  1910  is  as  followdn 


1910. 

52 

19 15 

177 

1911. 

*55 

1916 

878 

1912. 

115 

1917. 

-  62 

1913. 

179 

19  10 

1060 

1914. 

281. 

Tot  s.l 

2879 

It  should  be  stated  that  the  number  of  working  class  houses  is 
rotumed  a3  7750.  In  view  of  the  urgency  of  the  housing  nuestion 


it  is  very  desirable  that  a.  complete  survey  should  bo  made* 

GE;  /EBAGE ,  PPAIITAGE,  ATP  POLLUTIOH  OP  CTHEAKS. 

Ho  extensive  alterations  have  boon  made  in  the  City  of  Peterborough 
but  some  68  drains  have  been  ropairod  or  rolaid  and  some  89  new 
water  closets  have  boon  provided. 

Hr.  Ponwill  remarks  that  the  electrical  plant  at  the  sewage  pumping 
station  of  which  come lain t  was  made  in  last  year’s  report  is  being 
overhauled  by  Messrs  firako  and  Gorham.  Tho  vertical  shaft  and 
countershaft  at  tho  Walton  Pumping  Station  has  also  been  reset  and 
an  additional  girdor  and  boaring  lias  boon  fixed.  Two  connections 
wore  made  at  T/orrington,  blit  owing  to  the  waterlogged  condition  of 
the  soil,  the  connections  had  to  bo  made  under  water.  The  i7ork 
appearod  to  be  satisfactory  but  shortly  afterwards  bogan  to  leak. 

Hr.  Ponwill  considers  that  a  steam  or  motor-power  pump  is  necessary 
in  water-logged  soil  such  as  that  of  Dogs  thorp  e  and  V/orrington. 

ITo  satisfactory  record  has  been  kopt  of  tho  amount  of  sewage  pumped. 

Ho  progress  has  been  made  v,i  :  h  the  drainage  of  F  on  gate  and  Dogs thorp o . 
During  1919  an  epidemic  of  dysentery  occurred  at  Fongate,  the  spread 
of  which  was,  to  a  certain  oxtrnt,  helped  by  tho  leaking  cesspools 
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and  faulty  system  of  draining. 

In  tho  Barnack  area  soven  privies  have  boon  converted  to  pails,  25 
cesspools  cleaned  and  57  rruisancos  frou  drains  hav©  been  rectified. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Tho  water  supply  to  the  City  of  Peterborough  remains  unchanged, 
llr.  Soble ,  the  Assistant  Inspector,  continues  to  assist  in  tho 
waste  T/nt or  inspections. 

Hr.  Penwill  reports  that  594,000  gallons  were  purchased  for  Herrington.. 
Permission  has  not  ’rot  been  recoivod  to  raise  a  loan  to  lay  out  tho 
oohene  to  extend  the  supply  throughout  the  village, 

•  A  « 

For  Walton,  26,115,000  gallons  wore  purchased,  22,575,000  gallons 
being  uood  by  Messrs  Brotherhoods  and  Gages. 

At  Dogothorno,  Pewarl:  and  Fongato,  Eye,  Longthorpo,  Gun thorp o  and 
Paston,  7,337,000  gallons  wore  supplied  by  the  Corporation  of  the 
Oity  of  Peterborough.  The  Corporation  of  tho  City  of  Peterborough 
now  char goo  9d  per  1000  gallons  which  will  causo  tho  Peterborough 
Rural  District  a  loss  of  £200  per  annum. 

ITo  stops  have  been  taken  to  provide  Castor,  Ail  error  th,  rewborough 
and  Borough  Fen  with  a  suitable  supply  of  water. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AITD  DRUGS  ACT., 

In  tlie  Oity  of  Peterborough  68  samples  were  taken  during  the  year, 

35  of  which  wore  taken  formally.  T3io  68  samples  were  composed 

as  follows:  milk  35,  coffoe  2,  rice  3,  broad  1,  butter  9,  spirits 

of  nitro  1,  quinino  wino  2,  saffron  2,  Ipocaouanha  wine  3, 

Parogoric  2,  ammonia tod  tincture  of  nuinine  2,  self  raising  flour  3, 
arrowroot  2,  baking  powder  T.  Only  one  sample  of  milk  was  adulter¬ 
ated,  being  deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  6';.  Hr.  Sedon 
romarks  that  tho  genuine  nannies  of  milk  give  an  average  composition 
of  3.24  of  milk  ~at  and  8.89  solids  not  fat.  In  spite  of  tho 
shortage  of  cattle  cake  the  composition  varies  little  from  that  of 
proviow.3  years  and  is  well  above  tho  Government  standard. 


Ye  ar  • 

ho.  of  samples . 

llilk  fat . 

Solids  not 

1917. 

41 

3.42 

8.74 

1919,. 

27 

3.34 

8.75 

19 15 

29 

3.32 

9.32 

1914. 

23 

3.25 

9.12 

19 15 . 

27 

rt  r»o 

o  •  0<-j 

8.99 

19 12 . 

33 

3.39 

8.99 
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In  tho  Rural  Districts  54  samples  wo>’e  submitted  to  iir.  ISlbomo,  only 
four  of  which  vrero  taken  formally.  Cl ioy  comprised  36  samples  of  milk, 
5  of  cocoa,  3  of  coffoo,  3  of  rico,  3  of  ground  rieo,  3  of  broad  and 
’'fane  of  nearl  barley.  5  of  the  36  samples  of  milk  nor© 

adult orated. 


PU3LIC  HEALTH  (Hill:  and  Cream ) REGULATION . 


Hr.  Gedon  remarks  that  the  sale  of  cream,  except  in  authorised  cases 
has  been  prohibited  so  that  theso  regulations  are  temporarily  in 
aboyanoo.  No  samples  of  preserved  cream  nor©  analysed  during  the 

yoar  and  in  the  Rural  Districts  the  Inspector  3  as  never  been  able  to 

*  / 

find  that  any  of  the  well-known  preparations  are  sold. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES . 


There  are  non  19  slaug3itor.hou.ses  in  the  City  of  Peterborough.  Three 


is  made  in  the  Peterborough  Rural  District  report  as  to  the  number, 
condition,  and  situation  of  tlio  slaughterhouses,  although  most  of  the 


slaughterhouse  at  Newark.  17  of  tho  19  licences  in  the  City  of 


Peterboro\igh  are  subject  to  annual  renewal.  581  visits  were  paid  by 


the  Sanitary  Staff.  One  formal  notice  was  served  and  several  cautions 
were  givon,  concerning  the  removal  of  offal.  On  the  who 1 e  the 
slaughterhouses  have  been  kept  as  well  as  possible  in  view  of  the 


shortage  of  labour.  Hr.  Geden  remarks  that  in  the  early  part  of  the 


autumn ,  Hr.  Gant’s  slaughterhouse  on  the  Eastfield  Road  was  taken 
over  as  *a  Government  Slaughterhouse  for  low  gra.de  animals,  emergency 
cases,  animals  sold  on  the  dead  freight  basis,  and  calves.  The  area 
supplying  this  establishment  extended  for  several  miles  around  the 


City.  Hero  were  concentrated  all  the  doubtful  animals  in  the 


District  -  a  distinct  advantage  on  the  old  plan  of  surreptitiously 
slaughtering  these  animals  in  out  of  tho  way  slaughterhouses.  It  is 
not  surprising  to  learn  that  at  Hr.  Gant’s  slaughterhouse,  5  couo, 
heifers,  1  snail  ox  beast,  1  calf,  9  carcases  of  mutton,  1  pig  and  a 


quantity  of  edible  offal  were  condemned.  Tho  cows,  heifers  and  ox 


beast  were  all  affected  with  generalized  tuberculosis  and  all  the 
carcases  of  mrtton  were  unfit  for  human  food. 

Apart  from  this  slaughterhouse  tho  following  amount  of  foodpas 

condemned: - 
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1  beas??’  )  aff90tSd  V,ith  Bonoraaizod  tuberculosis . 

-  Pigs . 

2  caivoG. 

Forequartors  of  tvro  boaate. 

1  fore quarter  of  frozen  boof. 

^1  atones  of  boef. 

2  stones  of  mutton. 

9  1U3,  of  uork. 

4  boxen  of  cooked  tripe. 

40  noven  pound  boxes  of  Jelly  out  lingo, 
u  lbs  of  oor  iod  beef. 

1  tin  of  ox  tongue . 

3mall  quantities  of  ham  and  fish  offal. 

Hr.  Sedan  rename  that  under  the  Government  Scheme,  the  sale  of  fat 
oattlo  bj,_  auction  and  otherwise  has  ceased,  and  all  cattle  have  bee, 
graded  arid  distributed  according  to  the  requirements  of  each  butche, 
Compensation. vas  arranged  b-  the  C-ovornnont  for  any  graded  animal 
condemned;^ -tuberculosis.  In  spite  of  this  the  numbers  condemned 

hWM  ln  n°  Way  9X000d0fl  those  in  previous  years  -  a  striking 
testimony  to  the  success  of  voluntary  notification. 

It  is  interesting  to  record,  -o--  that  *>  0  Country  has  emerged 
victorious,  the  dire  straights  to  which  the  Government  was  put  to 
bbtain  a  supply  of  neat.  Two  consignments  of  very  poor  frozen 
meat  were  assigned  to  the  City  during  the  height  of  the  submarine 
campaign.  This  meat  was  of  extremely  poor  nuality  and  as  it  was  not 
actually  diseased  no  official  action  could  be  taken.  Tt  would 
appear  that  much  of  this  meat  has  been  derived  from  animals  used 
for  draft  purposes.  It  nan  frequently  soiled,  dirty  and  slimy 
looking  due  to  faulty  methods  of  packing  and  conveyance. 

Hr.  Soden  again  emphasises  that  the  ideal  system  of  controlling  the 
Empire’s  meat  supply  is  by  the  setting  up  of  public  abattoirs. 

If  this  scheme  is  to  be  successful  it  must  bo  universal.  It  is  of 
no  use  establishing  an  abattoir  in  the  City  of  Peterborough  if 
private  slaughterhouses  can  be  erected  immediately  outside  the 
borough  boundary .  It  is  only  by  inspection  in  an  abattoir  before 

and  e.L.er  slaughter,  by  skilled  inspectors,  of  all  animals  intended 
for  the  food  Of  -an,  that  a  safe  supply  of  neat  can  be  obtained. 

The  recently  issued  report  By  the  IUnis try  of  Health  confirms  all 
that  has  been  quoted  from  hr.  Baden's  report.  In  addition,  stress 
is  laid  upon  the  exceedingly  unsatisfactory  conditions  which  pertain 
in  many  places  whore  prepared  foods,  o.g.,  sausages,  perk  pics,  etc. 

are  manufactured.  Such  foods  it  appears,  arc  often  prepared  in 
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small  slaughterhouse a  and  are  insufficiently  protected  from  the 


droppings  of  rats  and  miooc 

BAKEHOUSE!?., 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  41  bakehouses  on  the  Re gist 
in  the  City  of  Peterborough.  One  disused  bakehouse  '•'as  re-op^ndd 
in  Februa.ry  1918  and  during  the  year  two  snail  bakehouses  wore 
closed'  43  visits  were  paid  but  nothing  of  importance  was 
discovered  which  calls  for  comment.  IT o  remarks  are  made  in  the 
reports  of  bhe  nodical  Officers  of  health  for  the  Peterborough  and 
Barnaok  Rural  Districts. 

DAIRIES .  OQT/SKEDS  &  MILK  SHOPS  ORDERS . 

In  the  City  of  Peterborough  34  persons  were  on  the  Register.  10 
cowkeopers,  13  purveyors  of  milk  and  11  shopkeepers  who  sell  milk. 
49  visits  were  paid.  Hr.  Seden  remarks  that  one  or  two  of  the 
cowsheds  are  not  up  to  the  nark.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  City's 
supply  cones  from  farms  situated  in  the  surrounding  Rural  Districts 
In  this  connection  it  is  unfortunate  to  have  to  notice  that  Hr. 
Ponwill  states  that  nothing  hasbeen  done  in  connection  with  dairies 
and  cowsheds  except  the  closure  of  one  set  of  premises  whi ch  were 
totally  unfit  for  the  purpose.  It  will  be  remembered  that  Hr. 
Penwill  has  resorted  that  the  access  to  the  sheds  is  bad,  that  the 
sheds  are  faulty  in  construction  and  that  the  cows  are  usually  in 
a  filthy  condition. 

In  the  Barnaok  Rural  District  it  is  reported  that  there  are  14 
dairymen  in  ulie  District  and  that  B3  visits  of  inspection?1  were 
made*  Five  required  cleansing  and  one  sanitary  improvement.  All 


of  them  derived  their  water  from  wells. 

It  is  most  essential  that  this  industry  should  be  brought  up  to  the 

standard  of  modern  day  requirements.  Inevitable  injury  is  done  to 

infants  and  invalids  who  have  to  depend  largely  on  this  impure 

fluid  for  their  daily  nutriment.  If  a  surgeon  were  to  operate 

in  the  sane  surroundings  and  in  the  same  state  of  uncleanlinoss  as 

the  average  milkman,  his  patients  would  succumb  to  putrefactive 

diseases  in  exactly  a  similar  manner  to  the  infant  who  ingests  daiyy 

a  quantity  of  filthy  milk.  Lord  Lister  explained  the  errors  of 

old  time  surgery  and  the  methods  of  its  prevention-cleanliness. 

It  is  high  time  that  the  purveyoro  of  mill-:  and  food  learnt  the  Sana 
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lesson.  Tlie  prevention  of  disease  is  largoly  the  application 

of  Listerism  to  everyday  life. . 

OOiliiQIT  LQDGIiTG  HOUSES. 

Hine  common  lodging  lion  nos  aro  on  tho  Register,  '11  in  the  Cd  tr* 
of  Peterborough.  Speaking  generally  they  have  boon  kept  in  a 
oloanly  condition.  So no  of  them  aro  vory  old  and  hardly  suitable 
for  thoir  purpose,  and  in  one  tho  apart or s  for  married  couples  ar0 
vory  unsatisfactory .  Two  notices  mere  served  and  two  cautions 
given  for  contravention  of  the  byo-laws.  67  visits  of  inspection 

were  mado . 

HOUSES  LilT  If  I/gJCrlUGG. 

Thoro  are  12  houses  lot  in  lodgings  on  the  Register.  2o  v.isi  s 

of  inspection  wore  paid.  . 

FACTORY  ATT D  UP PJC SHOPS  ACT- 

Jk 

There  are  142  workshops  in  the  City  of  Peterborough  and  Hr.  Codon 
reports  that  39  viol's  were  paid.  How  water  closets  wore  built 
at  two  workshops .  In  tho  Peterborough  "rural  District,  Government 
control  has  only  just  been  relaxed  and  inspections  have  not  .>eer 

resumed  by  the  Local  Gtafl . 

OFFlflTSIVE  TRADES. 

A  knackers  yard  was  reported  to  be  in  an  unsatisfactory  conditio-, 
both  as  regards  cloanliness  and  structural  conditions.  Up  to  ,.^,0 
tine  of  writing  his  report,  hr.  Penwill  remarks  that  thses 
conditions  had  not  been  rectified.  Two  other  businesses  of  a 
similar  nature  are  kept  as  well  as  can  be  oxpoc ied. 

CATAL  BOATS 

Si>.  barges  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  no  contraception  of 
the  Regulations  was  discovered.  ho  oases  of  : wfeotious  disease 
occurred.  Ho  women  or  children  live  in  the  boats  flying  in  the 

District. 
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